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Monday, Janua1y 13, 1997 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE U N I VERSITY 
Community 
Volume 21 , Numbe r 18 
Excellence in Teaching 
Hajo Drees: Sharing His Love of the German Language and Culture 
by Wendy Wenne1; assistant dean of Arts 
and Humanities 
Hajo Drees discovered his passion 
fo r teaching when he was assigned to 
a substitute teaching job in a German 
community college, and he was 
hooked . Drees jo ined Grand Va lley's 
German department this fall , coming 
from Cre ighton Preparatory School 
where he spent two years building 
the German program. 
He first came to the United States 
as a German high school exchange 
stude nt and then went on to college 
at the Unive rsity of Nebraska. When 
he returned to his homeland and 
discovered teaching, he found a way 
to atte nd graduate school at the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln, 
w hich led to a Ph.D. in German. 
What makes Drees' classes unique 
is his combination of the academic 
w ith the practica l. "The unive rsity 
setting is so fa r removed from reality 
and what stude nts really need that I 
always tiy to combine the 
learning-the intellectual 
aspect-with practica l 
application," says 
Drees. "I believe that 
language is a tool that 
le ts student do something-learn about 
themselves and the culture. " So Drees 
speaks almost exclusively German in 
class from the first day. He begins each 
class by ta lking with students in 
German, sharing stories from his life 
and e ncouraging his stude nts to talk 
about the ir weekend activities and 
interests . He coaches them by he lping 
to tune the ir abilities in written and 
verbal communication g radually w ith 
continued on page 2 
Hillegonds Appointed 
To GVSU Board 
Paul Hillegonds, the former 
speaker of the Michigan House of 
Re presentatives, has been 
appointed to the GVSU Board of 
Control by Governo r John Engler. 
Hillegonds succeeds Charles 
Conville , whose term expired at 
the encl of last year. Hillegonds 
w ill serve an e ight-year term, to 
December 31, 2004. 
Hillegonds served in the House 
Left to hght are President Arend D. Lubbers, Paul 
Hillegonds, and Vice President Matt Mcl agan. for 18 years, representing his home town of Holland, and did not seek 
re-election last year. He is now the 
president of Detroit Renaissance, a 
community organization that deals with 
economic and social issues affecting the 
Detroit area. 
Hillegonds, his wife Nancy, and their 
two children recently moved from 
Holland to Plymouth. 
"My appointment is an honor and an 
opprntunity to stay involved in west 
Michigan," Hillegonds said . "The Gover-
nor knew of my long-standing interest in 
Grand Valley and I am pleased that he 
appointed me to the board." 
Hillegonds is a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of the University of Michigan. He 
continued on page 4 
Plans Set to Commemorate 
Martin Luther King 
The week-long celebration of the life 
o f Martin Luthe r King w ill begin with a 
campus worship service and candlelight 
vigil on Sunday, January 19, at 7 p.m. in 
the Cook-DeWitt Cente r, fo llowed by a 
reception. Other activities will include a 
campus-wide march on Monday, 
January 20, beginning at noon outside 
the Zumbe rge Library, an orato rica l 
contest, and a six-part video presenta-
tion of "Eyes on the Prize. " 
continued on page 2 
The GVSU Forum is 
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Excellence in Teaching 
continued ji-om page 1 
weekly short essays starting the first week 
of classes . 
"When students communicate with me 
about the ir lives , they begin to see the 
world from a different perspective, " says 
Drees. He uses the exercises in the textbook 
to ask students what kind of cars they have , 
what music they listen to and what movies 
they like. He helps them see that German is 
not only an academic subject, but it gives 
them a way to share what is most imponant to 
them. 
While working with colleagues to 
emphasize all the language skills, Drees is 
he lping to make some changes in the 
German language program. He wants his 
students to lea rn to use German in profes-
sional settings. "We are shifting the focus 
from traditional academic German courses 
that focused mainly on litera ture , to courses 
that teach students 'professional German,"' 
he explains. "We are moving away from the 
standard text and trying to involve students 
more thoroughly in the learning process." 
He shares bits of the cu lture with his 
students by showing German television and 
movies and p laying popular German music 
while encouraging the students to use the 
language in real-life situations. By the 
seventh week of the semester, his students 
are talking with him and writing 350-word 
essays in German. 
His approach to language instructio n is 
communicative and proficiency oriented . "I 
try to set the whole class up in a way that 
promotes communication," Drees explains. 
"I do not use the traditional grammar/ trans-
lation approach, but I use a variety of 
teaching methods . I bring an object into 
class like an apple and we talk about 
apples ." He also uses the audio-lingual 
method, where students repeat sentences 
after a model, and the total physical 
approach, in which students physically respond 
to commands like "get up and turn off the light" 
and then discuss what they are doing. 
Drees confers with other members of his 
department about what students should be 
able to do by the encl of the semester. 
"Proficiency means that a student who can 
speak, read, w rite and listen to the language 
is also proficient in the culture ," Drees says. 
"Literature makes students more proficient 
in the culture, but it is just one aspect and 
students need to know the whole culture to 
understand the language." In a one-ho ur 
class he mentions cultural differences 
several times to help students see the 
connections between what they say and 
what it would mean to Germans. 
Drees says he is enthusiastic and interest-
ed in his students and their da ily lives. He 
sets high standards for his students in order 
to motivate them to perform at the ir highest 
level. And he encourages the ir confidence 
by believing they can perform. 
The faces of his students show the real 
success of Drees' teaching techniques and 
an occasional note or e-mail message from a 
former student gives him the feedback he 
needs to continue. One student wrote : "I 
miss our discussions every Monday about 
what we did over the weekend . Looking 
back on it, I learned more German in just 
our little group discussions than I did in any 
other activity." 
Plans Set to Commemorate King 
continued.from page 1 
A luncheon featuring well-known speaker 
and author Michael Dyson o n Wednesday, 
January 22, at noon in the Grand River 
Room will highlight the week. Dyson is an 
ordained Baptist minister and professor of 
Communications Studies at the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He is the author 
of the widely acclaimed Reflecting Black: 
African-American Cultural Criticism, 
Making Malcolm: The Myth and Meaning of 
Malcolm X, and his latest book Race Rules. 
Those wishing to attend the luncheon 
should make reservations by January 16 
with the Office of Minority Affairs at x2177. 
Across Campus 
New Director of School 
Of Public Administration 
Models Effective 
Leadership 
Danny L. Balfour, the new director of 
Grand Va lley's School of Public Admin-
istration, p ractices w hat he teaches. 
Leadership by example is appropriate 
for a school that turns out leaders of 
governments and nonprofit organiza-
tions. 
Balfo ur 
comes to 
GVSU after 
six years as 
a faculty 
member 
and 
coordinator 
of the 
Master's of 
Public 
Administra-
tion 
program at the University of Akron. He 
teaches a variety of courses, including 
public management, organization 
theory, human resource management, 
and this semester he is teaching a 
course on the Holocaust. 
Balfour was the founding managing 
editor of the Journal of Public Adminis-
tration. His latest work is a book to be 
released by Sage Publications in 1998, 
titled Confronting Administrative Evil: 
Reconstructing a Future for Public 
Administration. 
Balfour, who came to GVSU in 
August, has already been busy recon-
structing the future of the School of 
Public Administration. Along with other 
fac ulty members, he has helped 
establish an endowment fund to attract 
more full-time students to the school. 
When the fund reaches $20,000, 
earnings will be used to provide 
scholarships and assistantships fo r 
students in public and nonprofit 
administration . 
Alum Appointed to Top 
City Post in Wayland 
Barbara VanDuren, a 1995 graduate 
of the Public Administration master's 
program, became the new city manager 
of Wayland in mid-December. VanDuren 
is one of only about 25 women in 
Michigan serving as a top municipal 
official , which makes her feel a bit 
conspicuous. 
"When I joined the West Michigan 
City Management Association in 1991 as 
an assistant city manager, I was often 
the only woman who attended the 
meetings ," said VanDuren. "But last 
month I went to a meeting and there 
were 11 women in attendance, so that 
gives me hope that women are here to 
stay in leadersh ip positions." 
VanDuren sa id she never had to 
battle any municipal "glass ceiling" to 
earn the top job in Wayland. In fact, 
she credits recently retired city manager 
Pete Stull as a mentor who groomed 
her for the positio n. He encouraged her 
to go back to school to prepare for 
taking the reigns after his retirement. 
In 1989 she took a part-time job as a 
typist at the Wayland City offices . When 
she became administrative assistant to 
the city manager, she began taking 
courses in Public Administration at 
GVSU. During graduate school, she was 
promoted to assistant city manager. She 
says her homework assignments and 
her city responsibilities went together 
hand in hand. 
"It's a pe rfect job," VanDuren says. 
"There's something new every day, 
always something different crossing my 
desk. I love the variety, and having my 
hand involved in every department of 
city government. " 
Sophomore Will Be 
GVSU's First Exchange 
Student In Australia 
Melissa Martin of Wyoming, Michi-
gan , has been inte rested in study 
abroad opportunities ever since she 
traveled to England after her graduation 
from Rogers High School. But she 
admits that she has never been profi-
cient with second languages. 
So when the Office of Inte rnational 
Affairs began a new exchange program 
in Australia late last fa ll , Martin became 
interested immediately. 
"The trip to England really shifted 
my life," says Martin, who is a sopho-
more majoring in Business and minor-
ing in Chemistry. "I realized that there 
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Melissa Martin, left, gets some tips from 
Brenda Robinson about her upcoming stay in 
Australia. 
is a lot to learn out there in the world ." 
Before she leaves for Queensland 
University of Technology in Brisbane in 
early Februa1y, Martin hopes to raise 
some of the funds necessary for her six-
month overseas experience. Dean of 
Inte rnational Affairs Brenda Robinson 
worked out an arrangement that will 
allow Martin to pay the same tuition at 
Queensland that she would at Grand 
Valley. But Martin is trying to raise the 
rema ining $7,000 in expenses in the 
form of sponsorships from west Michi-
gan businesses or through student 
loans. She has also worked hard herself, 
holding down two jobs in the summer. 
Martin will also be doing some work 
for Grand Valley while she's studying in 
Australia. As part of a new service 
program established by the Office of 
International Affairs, Martin will earn 
three credits recruiting Australian 
students for study abroad opportunities 
in the United States. She will also put 
together a brochure about Australia for 
Grand Valley students who may wish to 
follow her lead . 
December Pledge Drive 
Deemed a Success 
West Michigan poured out its support 
for public television by helping WGVU-
TV and WGVK-TV, Channels 35 and 52, 
exceed the ir goal of $325,000 during the 
December 1996 Wonderful World 
Membership Drive. More than 3,900 
new and renewing members pledged a 
total of $330,865 to suppo1t the stations' 
programming. The dollar amount 
represents a 29 percent increase over 
funds raised in December 1995. 
Calendar of Events 
Cultural Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a. m. -7 p.m. Thurs . 
All activities on the Allendale Campus unless otherwise 
noted. 
Thurs. ,Jan. 9-Fri., Feb. 14 
Gallery Hours: Student Juried Exhibition. Calder Galle1y, Calder 
Fine Arts Center. 
Mon. ,Jan. 13 
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. Charged Particles, jazz trio. Cook-
DeWitt Center. 
General Events 
Wed.,Jan.15 
3-5 p.m.: International Affairs Resource Center open house. 106 
STU. 
Sun., Jan. 19 
7 p.m.: Martin Luther King Celebration Week. Worship service 
& candlelight vigil. Reception to follow. CDC. 
9 p.m.: Martin Luther King Celebration Week. Video presenta-
tion "Eyes on the Prize" Series I. Robinson Hall Lobby. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change . 
Mon.,Jan. 13 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball at FSU, Big Rapids. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball at FSU, Big Rapids. 
Thurs. ,Jan. 16 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball. SVSU at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. SVSU at GVSU. 
Fri. ,Jan. 17 
5 p.m.: Men's & Women's Indoor Track & Field. Laker Invita-
tional at GVSU. 
7 p.m.: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving at University of 
Illinois-Chicago. 
Sat.,Jan. 18 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Northwood at GVSU. 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Northwood at GVSU. 
Hillegonds Appointed 
To GVSU Board 
continued from page 1 
holds a JD. from Cooley Law School and an honorary Ph.D. 
from Grand Valley. 
"It is hard to imagine a better appointment for the universi-
ty," said Judith Hooker, chair of the Board of Control. "Paul 
was a distinguished lawmaker and as Speaker was held in the 
highest regard by both Republicans and Democrats. He will be 
a great asset to GVSU," Hooker continued. 
"At the same time, I want to thank Charlie Conville for his 
dedicated eight years of se1vice to the university. He was a 
diligent and loyal trustee. While we'll miss his presence at 
board meetings, he will still be part of the GVSU family as his 
daughter, Emily, is a freshman this year," she concluded. 
Coming Events 
Winter Lunchbreak Series Plugs into 
Jazz with a Spark 
Stop by the Cook-DeWitt Center at 12 noon, on Janua1y 13, 
for a dose of contempora1y jazz from the trio Charged 
Particles. The new 
semester's Lunch-
break Series begins 
today with this 
unique group that 
has been gaining 
fans and recogni-
tion since its debut 
on National Public 
Radio in 1992. 
Charged Particles 
International Affairs Hosts Fact Finding 
Open House 
All faculty, staff and students are invited to stop by the 
new International Affairs Resource Center located at 105 
4 
STU on Wednesday, Janua1y 15, to lea rn about opportunities 
abroad. The open house will be held from 3-5 p.m. and w ill 
highlight the office's expanded materials on internatio nal 
opportunities that are available to the campus community. 
Call x3898 for more information. 
In the News 
Erika King, professor of Political Science, was interviewed 
for an article about political parties in Ottawa County that 
appeared in the Muskegon Chronicle o n December 1. 
Admissions Director William Eilola was quoted in articles 
in the December 9 issues of the Detroit Free Press and the 
Grand Rapids Press about college admissio ns in Michigan. 
Pat Sandro, public school academy program director, was 
interviewed for an article about charter schools that 
appeared in the December 10 edition of the Grand Rapids 
Press. 
Ben Rudolph, professor and chair of Marketing, was 
interviewed for a Grand Rapids Press article about the 
holiday shopping season. The article appeared in the 
December 10 edition. Rudolph was also quoted in an article 
about retailers in the Grand Rapids Business j ournal on 
December 23. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office, Technical 
Records Auditor, Registrar's Office - $12.55 - $14.07 
Administrative Assistant, Academic Resource Center - $13.79 -
$15.50 
